
Math  Departm ent H ik e
Saturday O ctober 7th
Pyram id Mountain
Montville, NJ

Directions from  CSI (estim ated tim e 1 h our) 
Go over Goeth als Bridge, tak e NJ turnpik e 
North . Get on 78 west. After crossing 
Garden State Park way, tak e Route 24 
towards Morristown. Tak e Interstate 287 
North  Bound for 7- 8 m iles. Tak e Exit 44, 
Main Street Boonton. Proceed to Boonton 
Avenue (County Road 511). Turn RIGH T. 
Proceed 3.3 m iles on Boonton Avenue. 
Visitors Center on LEFT (O pposite Mars 
Court)

Start th e  w alk  by th e  Vis itors  Ce nte r on Boonton Ave nue , w h ich  is  an e xce lle nt place  to le arn m ore  about h e  are a.

Follow  th e  trail m ark e d "To th e  blue  trail." Turn le ft at th e  w ide  grave l trail; th is  w ill le ad you dow n to th e  blue  trail, w h ich  cros s e s  a s m all cre e k  and th e n give s  w alk e rs  a boardw alk  ove r a 
m uddy s e ction.

Clim b w ith  th e  blue  trail up and to th e  righ t to an e le ctrical trans m is s ion tow e r. Th e  blue  trail tak e s  a s h arp turn to th e  righ t h e re  and re -e nte rs  th e  w oods .

Soon you w ill be  clim bing s om e  m ore , s om e tim e s  s outh , w ith  Ne w  York  City vis ible  on cle ar days . Continue  north  on th e  blue  trail, w h ich  now  is  atop th e  ridge  and h as  s e ttle d dow n to 
any e as y, ge ntle  roll.

You w ill pas s  s e ve ral junctions  but s tay w ith  th e  blue  trail until it m ak e s  a s h arp turn to th e  le ft. At th is  point continue  s traigh t on th e  w h ite  trail, w h ich  w ill tak e  you to Tripod Rock , th e  m os t 
fam ous  landm ark  of th is  are a and de s tination of m os t h ik e rs .

Tripod Rock  is  a large  boulde r s om e h ow  balance d on th re e  ve ry s m all rock s , an am az ing fe at of natural e ngine e ring.

If you h ave  ve ry young ch ildre n or do not w is h  to tack le  m ore  ch alle nging trails , a h ik e  from  th e  Vis itor's  Ce nte r to Tripod Rock  and back  is  a ve ry s atis factory h our or 9 0-m inute  jaunt. For 
th os e  w is h ing to s e e  m ore  of th e  are a, continue  north  on th e  w h ite  trail until you m e e t th e  re d trail com ing off to th e  le ft.

Follow  th e  re d trail, w h ich  is  q uite  a bit narrow e r and m ore  rock y th an any trail you've  be e n on up to now , as  it h e ads  by a large  rock  form ation calle d Eagle  Cliff and pas s e s  th e  
appropriate ly nam e d W h ale  H e ad Rock .

Th e  final de s ce nt of th e  re d trail is  q uite  s te e p and rock y, s o tak e  it s low ly. At th e  bottom , cros s  tw o s tre am  bridge s , and turn le ft (s outh ) on th e  blue  trail.

In 10 m inute s  or s o you w ill be  at Be ar Rock , an e norm ous  boulde r th at doe s  look  lik e  a s le e ping be ar. Sh ortly pas t th e  rock , turn le ft on a trail m ark e d w ith  both  w h ite  and blue  blaz e s  ( a 
w h ite  trail als o goe s  s traigh t).

Cros s  a s te am , w alk  a fe w  h undre d fe e t and turn righ t on th e  ye llow  trail. Th is  trail clim bs  s om e w h at de e ply unde r giant m ountain laure ls  pas t w h at are  calle d th e  Cat Rock s .

At th e  top of th e  clim b, turn righ t as  ye llow  and blue  w alls  go toge th e r for a s h ort dis tance , th e n turn le ft to continue  on th e  ye llow  trail. Afte r a w h ile  th e  ye llow  trail de s ce nds  s te e ply along 
th e  unde rs ide  of s om e  h igh  rock  form ations  to th e  righ t. Th e  trail is  q uite  narrow  for a s h ort bit, re q uiring a bit of caution in w alk ing. 




