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1. Introduction and main results

Consider a simple symmetric random walk {S,}>°, starting at the origin 0 on the d-
dimensional integer lattice Z;4, i.e. So =0, S, = >1_ Xy, n = 1,2,..., where Xy, k =
1,2,... are i.i.d. random variables with distribution

and {ej,es,...e;} is a system of orthogonal unit vectors in Z;. Define the local time of the
walk by
Ex,n)=#{k: 0<k<n, Sp=x}, n=12..., (1.1)

where x is any lattice point of Z;. The maximal local time of the walk is defined as

&(n) = iréagjf‘(x, n). (1.2)
Define also
() = max €(Si,o0). (13)

Denote by v(n) = 7v(n;d) the probability that in the first n — 1 steps the d-dimensional
path does not return to the origin. Then

1=7(1)>~(2)>..>7(n)>..>0. (1.4)

It was proved in [2] that
Theorem A (Dvoretzky and Erdés [2]) Ford > 3

lim y(n) =~ = v(c0;d) >0, (1.5)
and
v <7(n) <y +0m"?), (1.6)
or equivalently
P(£(0,n) =0, £(0,00) > 0) = O (n'~%?) (1.7)

as n — oo.
So v is the probability that the d-dimensional simple symmetric random walk never
returns to its starting point.
Let £(x,00) be the total local time at x of the infinite path in Z;. Then (see Erdds and
Taylor [3]) £(0,00) has geometric distribution:
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P(£(0,00) = k) = v(1 — )", k=0,1,2,.. (1.8)

Erdés and Taylor [3] proved the following strong law for the maximal local time:
Theorem B (Erdés and Taylor [3]) For d >3
lim S

n—oo logn

= a.s., (1.9)

where
1

)

(1.10)

Following the proof of Erdés and Taylor, without any new idea, one can prove that

lim 17(])(;1 = a.s. (1.11)
We can present a stronger lower estimate of £(n).
Theorem C (Révész [10]) Let d > 4 and
Y(n) =1¥(n, B) = AMogn — ABloglogn. (1.12)

Then for any € > 0 we have
&(n) >(n,3+¢) a.s.
if n is big enough.
Erdés and Taylor [3] also investigated the properties of
Qk,n) = #{x: x€ Z4, £(x,n) =k},

i.e. the cardinality of the set of points visited exactly k times in the time interval [1,n].
They proved

Theorem D (Erdés and Taylor [3]) For d > 3 and for any k=1,2,...

L Qkn)

n—o0 n

= 2(1 —y)*! a.s. (1.13)



Let

U(k,n) = #{j: 0<j<n, {8,,00) =k, S; #S,({=1,2,...

= #{x € Z;: 0<(x,n) <E&(x,00) =k}

Repeating the proof of Theorem D one can get

lim L(k’ n)

n—oo n

=7 (17!

forany k=1,2,....
Define furthermore

R(kn) =3 QUn),

V(k,n):= iU(j, n).

It follows that for fixed £ > 1
R(k,n)

lim = (1=
n—o00 n

k
n—o00 n

a.s.

a.s.

a.s.

(1.14)

(1.15)

(1.16)

(1.17)

(1.18)

(1.19)

The properties of these quantities were further investigated (for fixed k) by Pitt [8] who
proved (1.13), (1.15) and (1.18), (1.19) for general random walk and by Hamana [5], [6] who

proved central limit theorems (in general case for d > 3).

In this paper we study the question whether & can be replaced by a sequence t(n) = t,, /

oo of positive integers in (1.13), (1.15), (1.18) and (1.19).

Theorem 1: Letd > 3, and define

p=pt) = y(1-9)""

tn = [¥(n,B)], B>2,

where ¥ (n, B) is defined by (1.12). Then we have

U(t,n)

lim sup
nyp(t)

n—00 4y

“1l-0
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!
lim sup Qlt.n) 11=0 a.s. (1.23)
n=00 <t | nyu(t)
Vit
lim sup L™ 4l 20 as (1.24)
o0y, | npu(t)
R(t
i sup | 2 2o as (1.25)
n=00 <, | npu(t)

Here in sup,, , t runs through positive integers.
(1.25) of Theorem clearly implies (compare to Theorem C)

Corollary 1.1 Let d > 3. Then for any € > 0 we have almost surely
&(n) > Alogn — (2 + ) loglogn
if n is big enough.

First we present some more notations. For x € Z; let Ty be the first hitting time of x,
ie. Tx =min{i > 1:S; = x} with the convention that T = oo if there is no i with S; = x.
Let T'= Ty. In general, for a subset A of Z;, let Ty denote the first time the random walk
visits A, i.e. Tqa =min{i > 1: S; € A} = minyea Tx. Let Py(-) denote the probability of
the event in the bracket under the condition that the random walk starts from x € Z,;. We
denote P(-) = Py ().

Introduce further

o = P(T <Ty), (1.26)
sx = P(T <T). (1.27)

In words, ¢ is the probability that the random walk, starting from 0, returns to 0, before
reaching x (including 7' < Tx = 00), and sy is the probability that the random walk, starting
from 0, hits x, before returning to 0 (including Tx < T = o0).

2. Preliminary facts and results

First we present some lemmas needed to prove Theorem.
Introduce the following notations:



otherwise,

N 0
Y

0 otherwise,
pi = pi(t)=I1{X;=1}(min{j: &(S;,j) >t} — i),
pi = pa(t) =y(@)(1 =),

t=1,2,...,i=1,2,..., where I{-} denotes the usual indicator function.
Recall the definitions of (i), v and g = p(t) in (1.4) (1.5) and (1.20). Furthermore let
n 2
02 =02(t):=E (Z X; — ny) : (2.1)
i=1

Clearly we have

R(t,n) =>Y;,
V(t,n) = -

—1

~

n

X

=1

Lemma 2.1. (Dvoretzky and Erdds [2])

The following lemma is a trivial consequence of Theorem A.

Lemma 2.2.

O(1)t#?




The next lemma can be obtained by elementary calculations.

Lemma 2.3.

npu<E> X; = <np+ pa,0(1),

i=1 i=1

where
" 0(1) if d>4,
o oW’ if d=3,
Lemma 2.4. Let n > 33. Then
o < np+ pa,O) —n?py® +2(1 + 11+ 111), (2.2)
where
I = Z P(AXVZ = ]_, Xj = ]_, Pi Z na),
1<i<j<n
I = Z P(Xlzl, ijl, pi<n°‘),
1<i<j<min(i+3n>n)
111 = Z P(XZ:]_, Xj:]_, pi<n°‘),
1<i<i+3no<j<n
a = 2/d.

Proof. Clearly we have

n

2 n
o2 = E (Z XZ») +n?u® — ZnMEZX,» =
i=1

i=1
= EZXH—Q Z EXin+n2u2—2nuZui§
i=1 1<i<j<n i=1
1<i<j<n

Further

1<i<j<n 1<i<j<n
Hence Lemma 2.4 is proved.

Now let A®) denote the two-point set {0,x} and let Z(A®) co) = £(0,00) + £(x, 00)
denote its total occupation time.



Lemma 2.5. For x € Z;, x # 0, define 75 := P(Tx = 00) and recall the definitions of qx
and sx in (1.26) and (1.27). Then

Yoy = Vee; =7, 1=1,2,...,d, (2.3)
= (2.4)
Y
x = 11— —- 2.5
¢ 1— (1 - 7x)2 ( )
sx = (1=7)(1— ), (2.6)
g
X x — 1- y 2.7
dx + S 2~ (2.7)
P(E(A% 00) =j) = (1—qx—sx)(gx+5x), Jj=0,1,.... (2.8)
Proof. We show (2.3) first. For symmetric reason, yie, = V+e;, 4,j = 1,...,d. Hence

d d 1

l—v= ZP J(1=7e) + 2 P(S1 = —e)(1 = 7-e) =2)_ o5(1 = %)) = 1= %%,
=1 =1

proving (2.3).
To show (2.4), observe that starting from the origin, before hitting x with ||x|| > 1, the
random walk should hit first the sphere S(x,1) :={y : ||y — x|| = 1}. Hence
=9 =P(Tspxn) <o00)(1—7) <1-7. (2.9)

Now let Z(A) denote the number of visits in the set A up to the first return to zero, i.e.

= sz I{S, € A}. (2.10)

Observe that

(=) — 5 _ 4x ) lf]: 07
P(Z(AY)=j+1,T <) = { 2l if =12, (2.11)
Summing up in (2.11) we get
00 82
Z Z(A™) =i+ 1T <o0) =gt~ =P(T<o0)=1-7 (2.12)
3=0 — Qx



On the other hand, one can easily see that

l—y = PT <o00)=P(T<Ty)+P(T > 1%, T < x0)
= P(T <Tyx)+P(T > Ty )Px(T < 0)
= P(T < Ty) +P(T > TP (T < 0) = gx + sx(1 — 1),

i.e.
1 —7v=qgx+sx(1—1%) (2.13)

Now (2.12) and (2.13) easily imply (2.5) and (2.6), hence also (2.7).

Equation (2.8) was proved in [1] for general random walk. For completeness a short
proof is presented here. The probability that the random walk, starting from 0, returns to 0
without hitting x, is ¢, while sy is the probability that the random walk starting from 0 hits
x without returning to 0. Similarly, for symmetric reason, ¢y is also the probability of the
random walk starting from x returns to x without hitting 0, and s, is also the probability
of the random walk starting from x hits 0 in finite time, without returning to x. Hence, the
probability that the random walk starting from any point of A® | returns to A®) in finite
time, is gx + sx. This gives (2.8).

Similarly to Theorem A, we prove

Lemma 2.6.

1 —9%(n) =P(Tx <n) = 1—7X+nOd/(21)1, (2.14)
gx(n) :=P(T <min(n,Ty)) = ¢x+ nOd/(Ql_)l, (2.15)
sx(n) == P(Tx <min(n,T)) = sx+ nOd/(21_)1’ (2.16)

and O(1) is uniform in x.

Proof. For the proof of (2.14) see Jain and Pruitt [7].
To prove (2.15) and (2.16), observe that

gx—aqx(n) = PIT <Tx,n<T <o0) <P(n<T <o00)=7(n)—",
sx —sx(n) = P(Ix<T,n<Ty <o) <Pn<Tx <o0)="7%(n) — -



Lemma 2.7. Leti < j. Then fort > 1 integer we have

4d/(d-2) 9 2t
PX;=1,X,=1)<Cp*|1 2.1

where C' is a constant, independent of i,7,t and = u(t) = v(1 — )L

Proof. Using (2.8) of Lemma 2.5, we get
PX,=1X;=1)
< Y P(S; —Si =x,£(Si,00) — £(S;, 1) + £(S;,00) — £(8;,1) > 2t — 1)

XEZd

= > P(S;_i =x)P(Z(A%,00) > 2t — 1)

XEZy
=Y PSjmi=x)(gx+s)" = >+ >,
XEZy XEZg||X[[SR x€Z4,||x[|>R

where R will be chosen later. For estimating the first sum, we use v > v (cf. (2.4) of
Lemma 2.5), hence by (2.7)

2(1 —
ts=1_ §< )
2_7x 2_7
On the other hand,
&

with some constant C, not depending on x (cf. Spitzer [11], page 72).
Since the cardinality of the set {|x|| < R} is a constant multiple of R, we have

Y < CoR <2<1_7)>2t (2.18)

ezaml<r U—DY2\ 2—79

with some constant Cs.
For estimating the second sum, we use 1 — v, < C3R™%2 for ||x|| > R (cf. Révész |9],
page 241), hence

C
o 5x <1 — 2 (1) (14— .
gx + Sx < ’7+C4R ( ’Y)( + (1—’}/)Rd_2
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Now choose R = /(=2 Then
<QX + Sx>2t_1 < 05(1 - 7)%'

Here the constant Cj is independent of both x and ¢. Since

Z P(S]—81:X):1,

XEZ(i

we have

Yo <Cs(1 =) = Cgi®.

this together with (2.18) (putting R = t'/(¢=2) there) proves Lemma 2.7.
In the subsequent lemmas ¢,, is defined by (1.21).

Lemma 2.8. Fort <t,, any € > 0 and large enough n we have

I < O(1)n?/d+e (n - <2> tn) w2 (t). (2.19)

2—7

Proof. Now we need to estimate the probability
P(X;,=1X,=1,p >n%).
Define the events By by
By, = {£(S;,00) — £(S;,1) + £(S;,00) —&(S;,1) =k}

and consider the k time intervals between the consecutive visits of {S;,S;}. Then at least
one of these intervals is larger than

pit) _ n®
> 2.2
2 (2.20)
(provided that {X; =1, X; =1, p; > n®}). Denote this event by Dj. Similarly to the proof

of Lemma 2.7 we have

PX,=1,X;=1p>n"< > P(S;—S; =x, Ups2—1BiDy)

XEZd
< Y P(S;i=x%) > P(BiDi|S; - S, =x).
XEZy E>2t—1
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The event By Dy, under the condition S; — S; = x, means that placing a new origin at
the point S;, and starting the time at i, there are exactly k visits in the set A®), and at
least one time interval between consecutive visits is larger than n®/k. Hence applying (2.8)
of Lemma 2.5 and (2.15), (2.16) of Lemma 2.6, we get

n

P(‘Bka ’ Sj - Sl = X) < k(l —QOx — Sx)(QX + Sx)k_l <QX + Sx — Qx (Z) — Sx (]C))

o\ 42
< O()k <a> (1= gx = ) (gx + 520" < O (g + 52)"
n
where O(1) is uniform in k£ and x, hence
S P(BD|S;—Si=x) < O)n¥4t 3T kY2 (g + sy

k>2t—1 k>2t—1
< O(l)nQ/dfltd/Q(qx_|_Sx)2t72'

Proceeding now as in the proof of Lemma 2.7, we can estimate

$d/(d=2) 2 \*
o o ) a d/2, 2/d-1,2
P(Xz 17Xj 1>pz 2 n ) S O(l)t n 2 (t) (1 + (] _ i)d/Q <2 _ 7)

and summing up for 1 <i < j < n, we get

2,
I < O(1)n?4d/? (n—l—tf/(dm (2_27> ) P2 (t),

since t < t,,. But t,, < Alogn, therefore any power of ¢,, can be estimated by n°, hence (2.19)
follows.

Lemma 2.9. Fort <t,, any € > 0 and large enough n we have
9 \2n
IT < O(1)n?/4* (n + nl72/d <2> ) P2 (t). (2.21)
-7

Proof. Using the estimate in Lemma 2.7 and summing up for 7,7 with 1 <1 < 5 <
min(i + 3n%, n), using again that ¢, < Alogn, a simple calculation shows (2.21).

12



Lemma 2.10. Fort <t,, any ¢ > 0 and large enough n we have

2 2
rr<t (?” +O(nY22(1).

Proof. Let
= {S;isanew pointi.e. S; #8S, j=1,2,...,i—1},
{&(Si, i +n%) = &(Si, i) >t =1},
= {S, is a new point},
E = {£(8;5,00) = &(S;,5) 2t — 1},
pee — fus.n-(ss 252) <ol
BCH = {{(Si00) —&(Si,i) >t —1}.
Recall the definition of v(n) in Section 1 and let j > i + 3n®. Then
P{X,=1, X;=1, p; <n®} <P{ABDFE} <
< P(ABGE)=P(A)P(B)P(G)P(E) <
< P(APH)P(G)P(E) =
Y@+ 1D =) (5 —0)/3)(1 =)

SRV S
I

Clearly we have

1 < 3 A+ D)1 =) (G —)/3)(1 =) <
< A=Y (1 + @_Of)ld)/m> (1 * Z_do/(;)l) <

< -2 () o + L)

where the summation goes for {i,j: 1 <i<i+3n* <j <n} and
1

K = ngnam
1
L= 2 = <
1 1
M = na,,.

Z jd/2—1 (] _ i)d/2_1 <

Using a,, = O(1)n'/? (see Lemma 2.3) we have (2.22).

13
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Lemma 2.11. Fort <t,, any € > 0 and large enough n we have

o, = O()[nu(t) + p(t)n'*]. (2.23)

Proof is based on Lemmas 2.4, 2.8, 2.9 and 2.10. The numerical values of A can be obtained
by a result of Griffin [4]:

1—7; = 0.341,
1—v; = 0.193,
1—v = 0.131,
1—7 = 0.104.

Consequently
A3 = 0.929,
Ay = 0.608,
As = 0.492,
Ao = 0.442.

By using t,, < Alogn, one can verify (numerically)

2 2ty
< ) < p2Mos(2/(2—7)) - ,0.75
2—v

for d = 3 and hence also for all d > 3. By choosing an appropriate ¢ and putting the

estimations (2.19), (2.21), (2.22) into (2.2), we can see, that the term n?u? cancels out and

all the other terms are smaller than the right hand side of (2.23), proving Lemma 2.11.
Lemma 2.11 implies

Lemma 2.12. For any 0 < C < B, t <t, and large enough n we have

ou(log n)%"2 < O(1)((npa(#))"/*(log )2 + u(t)n® log n)°7?) = o(1)nu(?).

3. Proof of the Theorem

First we prove (1.24).
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By Markov’s inequality for any C' > 0 we have
P(|V(t,1) — npa(t)] > oa(logn)®/2) < (logn)~C.
By Lemma 2.12, if C' < B,
P([V(t,n) —nu(t)] > o()npu(t)) < (logn)~°.

Consequently, since t, < Alogn,

Choose C' > 2, n(k) = exp(k/logk). (3.1) and Borel-Cantelli lemma imply

V(t,n(k))
n(k)u(t)

Let n(k) <n <n(k+1). Then for t <t, we have

lim  sup
k=00 y<i(n(k))+1

— 1‘ =0 as. (3.2)

V(t,n(k)) < V(t,n) < V(t,n(k+1))

and _
hmw
% k)

Hence for any € > 0 and large enough n,

=1.

V(t,n)
ny(t)

since t <'t, < t(n(k+1)). Similarly,

V(t,n(k+1))n(k+1)
n(k+ 1)u(t) n

< <(1+¢) as,

V(t,n)
np(t)

V(t,n(k) n(k)
n(k)u(t) n

> >(1—¢) as.

Hence we have (1.24).

Now we turn to the proof of (1.25).
Let

M(tn) = V(t,n) — R(t,n) = (X — V).

=1
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Observe that X; > Y; and hence M (t,n) is non-negative and non-decreasing in n. Moreover,
by Lemma 2.2

O()u(t)t?

Consequently
EM(t,n)

O(1)(log n)*/*
npu(t) '

0 S n1/2

<

By Markov’s inequality

d/2+1
tgtn nlu(t) n1/2

On choosing ny = k**°, § > 0, Borel-Cantelli lemma implies

M(t
lim sup Mt )

=0 a.s.
koo <t Mf(t)

Using the monotonicity of M(t,n) in n, interpolating between ny, and nyy; we get

Mt
lim sup (t,n)

=0 a.s.
n=001<p, npu(t)

This combined with (1.24) gives (1.25).

(1.23) and (1.22) are immediate from (1.25) and (1.24), since Q(¢,n) = R(t,n)—R(t+1,n)
and U(t,n) =V (t,n) —V(t+1,n).

This completes the proof of the Theorem.
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